lg6     THE REMAKING OF MODERN EtFROPB
Bismarck had made sure of the South German States..
Their adhesion added 150,000 men to the German army,
and banged the door in the face of France^ Bismarck had
also squared Alexander of Russia by the hint that it would
be a convenient opportunity to tear up the Treaty of Paris
(1856). Russia in return kept Austria quiet.- France had
no friends. Germany rose as one man. I
The war itself was short and sharp." The French soldiers
displayed splendid courage and dash, but they were badly
led and hopelessly outnumbered; there was no organiza-
tion, no strategy, no supplies. MacMahon was defeated at
Weissenburg (4 August) by the Crown Prince of Prussia;
still more seriously in the bloody encounter at Worth (6
August), and was driven back on Chalons. On the same
day Prince Frederick Charles (the' Red Prince') and Stein-
metz drove back the French under General Frossard from
Spicheren (6 August). On the i8th the Germans won the
battle of Gravelotte, and Marshal Bazaine, who commanded
the French, shut himself up in Metz. Leaving Prince
Frederick Charles to blockade Metz the Germans advanced,
under the Crown Prince, on Paris. MacMahon, ordered to
advance from Chalons to the rescue of Bazaine at Metz, was
caught with his fine army of 130,000 men by the Germans
at Sedan (i September). tThe French fought with splendid
but fruitless gallantry; they were completely outnumbered
and outmanoeuvred, and on 2 September Napoleon sur-
rendered to the King of Prussia., The Emperor himself and
more than 80,000 Frenchmen became prisoners of war. The
first phase of the war was over; it had lasted exactly a
month.
The military disaster at Sedan was immediately followed
by political revolution in Paris. The Empire collapsed;
THE THIRD the Empress fled to England, and a Republic
REPVBLIC wag proclaimed (4 September 1870). A
'Government of National Defence' was hastily formed
under General Trochu, Governor of Paris, Jules Favre and
Gambetta. Thiers declined office, but set off on a tour to
the European Courts to try to persuade them to mediate on